
Profile of an adventure sailor - Natasza Caban

She is beautiful, very
beautiful.

On first sight you
could think she is a
cover-girl for a
fashion magazine, a
slick high-heeled
business chick from
New York or a party
girl in the fast set in
London.

The even features, the
long lustrous hair, the
slim perfect figure
could make her any of
these -

But no, she is doing
none of it - instead
she is sailing round
the world, solo.

..andshe'snearly
finished,withonlyonemoreoceancrossingtogo.

NataszaCabanisathirty-twoyearoldPolishgirl,whojustlovessailing-somuchsothatshestartedwhenshe
wasfive,followingherbigsisterintosailinginthelakesclosetotheBalticseainPoland,thenmovingupintothe
openwatersoutsideofherhometownofUstka.

Sheandhersister
Agnieszkacontinuedsailing
together,crossingthe
Atlanticonce,butwhile
Agnieszkareturnedtosailin
Mediterraneanwaters,
Natasza'sadventurousspirit
startedtotakeherroundthe
worldofsailing.Adismasting
incidentin2000ontheway
backfromHobartputher
intohospital,butdidnotstop
her.

Shestartedsailingwithother
singlehanders-Brian
Caldwell,whowasformerly
theyoungestAmerican
round-worldsolosailor,and
withAustralianJohn
Biddlecombe.

Bythetimeshewas22,she
starteddreamingabout
sailingroundtheworld
herself,butittookanother
eightyearstobringthedreamtofruition.

'Natasza Caban' .

NataszaandtheflagofPoland-...
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ShedepartedHonoluluin
July2007,justafterher30th
birthday,inaSparksman
andStevens34,alreadywell
establishedasagoodsingle
handerandaverysturdy
boat.

(AustralianDavidDick,who
stillholdstherecord(maybe
justabouttobebrokenby
CalifornianteenZac
Sunderland)astheyoungest
persontosailaroundthe
world,usedjustsuchaboat,
asdidJesseMartin,another
Australian,whostillholdsthe
non-stopunassistedround-
worldrecord.)

HowNataszaacquiredthe
boatsaysalotabouther
determinationand

persistence.ShefirsthelpedtodelivertheFremantle-builtyachtfromAustraliatoHonolulu.

'Shewaitedthere,'saysNatasza,'havingdifferentowners.

'ThenIwaslookingforaboat,andstrugglingtofindfinances.Later,IdidadeliveryfromSanDiegotoHawaii,and
shewasstillthere!'

However,theboatwasownedbyanotherAustralian,Mike
Steward.SheconvincedMiketoletherbeginpreparingthe
boatevenbeforeshehadthemoneytobuyit.

'Hewasthefirstpersontogivemeahand.Hebelievedinmy
dream,andIamverythankfultohim.Mynextbitofluckwas
thatHorizonSailsmadesailsforme,andIworkedfortwo
months,20hoursadaytomakeithappen.'

Nataszaadmitsthatshedidnothaveenoughmoney-orthe
time-tocompleteallthepreparationsthatshewanted.

'Ionlydidwhatwasimportantbecausethehurricaneseason
wasnotfaroffandIhadtogetstarted.'

SoonJuly27,2007,NataszasetoutfromHonolulutoVanuatu.Sincethen,shehastravelledtoPapuaNew
Guinea,Darwin,CocosKeeling,ReunionIsland,alongthecoastofSouthAfrica,thenacrosstheAtlanticOcean
viaStHelena,andhasjustnowpassedthroughthePanamaCanal.

Sparksman&Stephens34-alreadyprovenasasturdyoceanyacht-...

NataszaCabansailing-...
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Natasza’sroutesofar-...

Shehasjustonemorelegtogotojointhatverysmallcontingentofwomenwhohavesailedsoloroundtheworld.

GoodluckforyourlastlegNatasza.Sail-WorldwillbebringingyoumorenewsfromNataszaasshenearstheend
ofhervoyage.
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